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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 15, 2022, at 12 p.m. 

Senate 
MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2022 

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore offered 
the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Give us the wisdom, the strength, the 

faith to trust in You in all things and 
above all things. 

And let all of us pray for the parents, 
the children, the innocent civilians in 
Ukraine who are suffering more than 
anybody should. Let us all hold them 
in our prayers. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Shalanda D. 
Young, of Louisiana, to be Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
distinguished Senator from Hawaii. 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
HIRONO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent to speak as if in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

UKRAINE 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, last 
Thursday, I decided to join with Sen-
ator SHAHEEN and set up a meeting 
with about 13 European Ambassadors 
to the United States. It was for the 
Democratic Senators. Afterward, we 
thought this should have been bipar-
tisan, and the next one will be. 

But the Ambassadors’ meeting was 
nothing short of historic because these 

14 Ambassadors, representing the obvi-
ous leaders in Europe, all spoke to the 
issue of Ukraine and what it has meant 
to them and what it has done to their 
nations. 

Some of their statements were pro-
found. The Ambassador from Germany 
talked about how her country had, in a 
matter of 2 weeks, dramatically 
changed its position on many issues: 
On the future of the Nord Stream 2 
pipeline, they have come to realize 
that dependence on Russia is risky 
business in the 21st century; whether 
or not Germany will step up and sup-
port the Ukrainian people. They de-
cided they would, and they also decided 
that they would make a substantial in-
vestment in military spending as part 
of NATO. 

Some of those things seem like very 
common decisions to Americans, but 
for them, it was many times a reversal 
of a party position. They have come to 
realize, as we have around the world, 
that the Ukrainian situation calls for 
emergency measures. 

I first want to commend President 
Joe Biden. Though I may not agree 
with all his policies and approaches, I 
have to say that at the moment in his-
tory we find ourselves, thank goodness 
Joe Biden is our President. I cannot 
imagine his predecessor in a similar 
circumstance. 

Joe Biden set out to first unify 
NATO. It sounds like an easy task. It is 
an alliance which we inspired back in 
the 1940s, after World War II, and have 
been an active leader in for decades. 
But our relationship with the nations 
of NATO and Europe and our relation-
ship to the world as a NATO alliance 
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